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Welcome to Teamsters Local 495

If you think management may have violated your rights, or have any
questions or problems about work, tell your Teamsters steward, or call
your Local Union Business Agent.

The steward and other local union leaders can answer your questions
and help you figure out the best way to solve the problem.

Sometimes that involves discussions with management.

Sometimes it requires getting the support of other workers for a fair
solution.

HELP FROM YOUR LOCAL UNION

hen you join the Teamsters, you become a member of Local Union
No. 495.

Your local has the main responsibility for enforcing your rights under the
union contract. Most Teamsters contracts are negotiated by your Local
Union.

Our local employs full-time, professional Business Agents to represent
the members and help the officers to co-ordinate union activities.

The Local Union Executive Board has made the training of our Business
Agents a top priority. Besides internal training, each of your Business
Agents is certified and has completed a Comprehensive Community
Service and Union Counseling Certification program which ensures that
your Local fields the best possible staff to service our members.

Your most direct link to the Union is your Teamsters steward.

Your steward is a co-worker who was elected on the job to help
represent and organize union members. You should go to your steward
when you have a question or problem.

The Executive Board is committed to ongoing steward’s training
seminars. This will ensure that our stewards are able to better serve the
members at the job site.

W
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based on age—in hiring, firing, promotions, layoffs, compensation,
benefits, job assignments, training and more—is unlawful. It's also
unlawful to retaliate against an individual for opposing age discrimination
practices or for filing an age discrimination charge, testifying or
participating in an ADEA case.

The ADEA applies to employers with 20 or more employees, including
state, local and federal government, private employers and employment
agencies.

If you think you've been discriminated against, write down a detailed
account of the events, including date, time, place, comments and
witnesses. Inform the personnel manager of your complaint. For
unionized workers, your union steward can help you write up a complaint
and present it to management.

You also have a right to file a complaint on a form with the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, a federal agency that works to
protect you from discrimination based on age, sex, race, color, national
origin, religion or disability. You can file a charge in person, by mail or by
telephone by contacting the nearest EEOC office, or call 1-800-669-4000
for more information (1-800-669-6820 for the hearing impaired).

Disability Discrimination

America has made great progress in recent years in removing the
artificial barriers that can prevent people with disabilities from achieving
economic self-sufficiency and participating fully in our society. But
progress can't be taken for granted, and too many of these barriers
remain.

The Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), passed in 1990, prohibits
discrimination against people with disabilities in employment and public
services, public and private transportation, public accommodations and
telecommunication services. The ADA covers private employers with 15
or more employees, employment agencies and all levels of government.

A person has a disability for the purposes of the ADA if he or she has a
physical or mental impairment that substantially limits major life activities,
a record of such impairment or is regarded as having a condition people
would mistakenly perceive as limiting, such as disfigurement. The ADA
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or related conditions must be treated in the same manner as other
applicants or workers with similar abilities or limitations, such as
temporary medical conditions.

As long as a pregnant woman can perform her job functions, an
employer cannot refuse to hire her because of her pregnancy or because
of the employer's prejudices about pregnant women or the prejudices of
co-workers, clients or customers.

If a worker is unable to perform a job because of pregnancy, the
employer must treat her the same as any other temporarily disabled
worker—for example, by providing modified tasks, alternative
assignments, disability leave or leave without pay.

A pregnant worker can remain on the job as long as she is able to
perform the work. The employer must hold open a job for a pregnancy-
related absence as long as jobs are normally held open for workers on
sick or disability leave. The Pregnancy Discrimination Act also bans the
employer from terminating, demoting or disciplining a worker because of
her pregnancy.

If you think you have been discriminated against because of pregnancy,
you may file a complaint with the U.S. Equal Opportunity Commission at
the EEOC office nearest you or call 800-669-4000 for more information
(800-669-6820 for the hearing impaired).

Immigration Status Discrimination

Immigrants built America, and most of today's U.S. workers are
descendants of immigrants.

But too often immigrant workers are subjected to workplace problems
ranging from discrimination against documented immigrants to gross
exploitation of undocumented workers. According to the federal
Immigration and Naturalization Service, about 1.1 million people
immigrate to the United States every year, and more than one-quarter of
new entrants into today's workforce are foreign-born.

The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 prohibits employment
discrimination based on national origin or citizenship status. At the same
time, IRCA requires employers to verify that all employees, U.S. citizens
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You may call the Office of the Special Counsel—the enforcement agency
for employers with four to 14 employees—toll-free at 1-800-255-7688. If
you work for a larger firm, you may file a complaint with the nearest office
of the Equal Opportunity Employment Commission or you may call 1-
800-669-4000.

Complaints must be filed within 180 days of the alleged discrimination
and should include the employer's name, address and telephone
number, the nature of the discrimination and the date or dates it
occurred.

To combat a growing problem of discrimination, exploitation and unfair
wages that undocumented workers face, the EEOC has begun to
enforce regulations to protect undocumented workers.

According to EEOC policy guidelines, "The federal discrimination laws
protect all employees in the United States, regardless of their citizenship
or work eligibility. Employers may no more discriminate against
unauthorized workers than they may discriminate against any other
employees. EEOC will therefore assure that in its enforcement of the
laws, unauthorized workers are protected to the same degree as all other
workers.

"Recognizing that federal labor laws make no distinction based on
citizenship, courts have similarly generally held that all workers are
protected by those laws, regardless of citizenship or work eligibility."

For more information, visit the EEOC web page explaining its policy on
undocumented workers.

In 1999, the AFL-CIO convention passed a resolution calling for major
immigration policy reform, including amnesty for undocumented workers
and replacing employer sanctions for hiring undocumented workers with
a policy to prevent employer abuse of immigrant workers. Current law
enables employers to exploit immigrant workers, AFL-CIO leaders said,
by hiring them at low wages to work in poor conditions, then firing them
or turning them over to the INS as undocumented if they attempt to win
workplace rights or gain a voice at work by forming a union.
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Ontario Distribution Center Members

Although federal law guarantees reservists and the National Guard their
jobs, it does not require employers to continue to keep paying for health
insurance. Some large companies keep paying the insurance for
reservists and the National Guard, but many small companies do not. If
you are a reservist or National Guard member who loses health care
insurance, you can pay for health care insurance under the Consolidated
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA), which provides health
coverage continuation rights to employees and their families after an
event such as reduction in employment hours. If your military service is
for 30 or fewer days, you and your family can continue coverage at the
same cost as before your service. If military service is longer, you and
your family may be required to pay as much as 102 percent of the full
premium for coverage.

You also may pay for the care yourself or use Tricare, a Defense
Department agency that provides insurance for members of the military.
However, only 40 percent of hospitals and 30 percent of doctors
nationwide accept
Tricare, according
to the Defense
Department.

Your employer
cannot consider
your time on active
duty as a break in
employment for
pension benefit
purposes, and your
military service
must be considered
service with an employer for vesting and benefit purposes.

The law does not require employers to pay a worker on active duty, but
many employers do pay the difference between a worker’s regular salary
and his or her military pay.

Sexual Harassment

When someone bothers you in a sexual way and it affects your job, that
is sexual harassment. It is illegal and you can do something about it.
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o Negotiating and enforcing contracts with the employers so that
each worker will be treated with dignity, justice and respect.

Teamster Recognition

Everywhere you go throughout the world people recognize the Teamster
name. People from other countries e-mail the union requesting
Teamster hats, T-shirts and other union items.

The words “Teamsters” and “power” are synonymous in the minds of
many people both within the labor movement and the public at large.
And even though parties who have little first-hand knowledge of the
union sometimes portray the union in a negative way, members speak
with pride when referring to both the accomplishments and the history of
the Teamsters.

TEAMSTERS HISTORY
istory is an essential element in understanding your union. Many
established procedures regarding the structure of the union and the

rights and responsibilities of the members and officers can be explained
through a study of the past efforts of our union members and leaders.

Team Drivers Form Union

Prior to 1900, Teamsters were drivers who delivered goods by horse
drawn wagons. The expanding industrial base within North America
brought with it an expansion of the delivery of goods thereby making
team drivers important players in a growing economy.

Teamsters often worked long hours for little pay, typically 12-18 hours a
day for $2.00. And, the Teamsters had to assume liability for bad
accounts and lost, stolen or damaged goods. In 1899, the Team Drivers
International Union (TDIU) was formed in Detroit after Teamsters in
several areas began to form local unions. That same year, a similar
national-level organization was started in Chicago, called Teamsters
National Union (TNU). In 1903, the two unions merged to form the
International Brotherhood of Teamsters. Cornelius Shea was the first
president and union headquarters was located in Indianapolis. The
newly formed union affiliated with the American Federation of Labor

H
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(AFL), which had been established in 1881 as the umbrella federation for
unions. The AFL was organized around specific trades or crafts thus
giving rise to the phrase “trade unions.”

The Teamsters’ charter from the AFL identified it as a “trade union,” even
though driving a team of horses was not considered a specific trade.
AFL President Samuel Gompers recognized the key role Teamsters
would play in the developing industrial economy.

Anti-Union Sentiment

Unions as a whole, and the Teamsters specifically, struggled against
mainstream anti-union sentiment that existed in the developing “free
market” economy of the United States and, to a lesser degree, Canada.
Canada’s experience in comparison to the United States was quite
different in that its federal government was and still is highly
decentralized, giving the provinces in Canada control over the labor-
management relationship rather than a central authority. Also,
Canadians were more suspicious of capitalism and had a tradition of
parliamentary government and a Labour party that accepted labour as a
natural partner in the economic system. As a result, in Canada there
was a stronger belief in the basic rights of workers to organize.
Nonetheless, some of the most violent strikes and difficult labor battles
were fought during this period by workers in all industries and in both
countries.

The toughest battles during this period were fought over workers’ request
to be “recognized” as having a right to form a union. That is why
recognition often appears as the first section of the union contract.

Teamsters Support Other Unions

In 1905, 4,600 Teamsters struck in solidarity with tailors working for
Montgomery Ward Company in Chicago. This strike lasted more than
100 days and, in the end, 21 lives were lost. Subsequently, the company
prevailed in breaking the strike.

This example is typical of how Teamsters throughout history have helped
support other workers in other unions struggle against oppressive
employers. These struggles were often fought against employers who
had support from local and national governments, courts and law



24

www.teamsters495.org

Mary Gavin, Shop Steward
Hertz Corporation

enforcement agencies. Worker solidarity and civil disobedience were the
only means workers had to express their dissent against unfair wages
and working conditions. There were no legal protections for organizing
other than case-by-case rulings within the court system. Even so, during
this period of severe hardship, members often pooled their resources
and willingly agreed to share food and shelter with other workers who
were on strike.

Motor Carriers Replace Horses

In 1907, the Teamsters turned their attention to organizing when Daniel
Tobin became the General
President. The union began to
organize beer wagon drivers, travel
haulers and bakery/confectionery
delivery workers. The name of the
union and the logo were changed to
reflect the growth and change.

This diversification as well as the
rapidly developing highway system
helped to increase Teamsters
membership to 40,000. In 1912, the
first transcontinental delivery of
goods by motor carrier was
accomplished by Teamster drivers.

North America was changing.
Goods had to be supplied to an
increasingly mobile society. The
Teamster members held a vital role
in making this mobility possible.

In 1914, World War I broke out in
Europe. When the United States

entered the war in 1917 Teamsters played a crucial role in the war effort.
Union members helped secure military success by rapid deployment of
overseas troops and supplies from ports to battle lines. Speeding
through Europe, American trucks were a key part of the U.S. war effort.
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At this time the economy was growing and the Teamsters union was
growing right along with it. Membership grew from 40,000 to 60,000 in
1915. President Tobin emerged as a pre-eminent labor leader after the
war and secured for the Teamsters Union a solid position in the labor
movement.

Canadian Teamsters

In 1920, the union affiliated with the Canadian Trades and Labor
Congress (CTLC) the Canadian counterpart to the U.S. American
Federation of Labor (AFL). As the economy prospered, so did organized
labor. Tobin persuaded local unions to double their per capita
assessment so the Teamsters strike fund could be improved.

Meanwhile, diversification continued as bus drivers, railway express
drivers and laundry drivers became Teamsters.

Fighting The Depression

In October, 1929 America’s economic boom ended with the stock market
crash on Wall Street, which signaled the start of the Great Depression.
A chain of misery and despair gripped the nation. Unemployment rose
from 3 to 25 percent and bank failures were commonplace.

Teamster membership shrank as a result of the depression so the union
increased its efforts to organize. The far-flung and fast growing over-the-
road trucking industry was a prime target. The Teamsters used this
nation-wide industry to bargain area-wide agreements for uniform wages
and working conditions.

In 1934 one of the most significant strikes in Teamster history occurred
in Minnesota when Teamsters Local 574 fought to protect union drivers
from the “Citizens Alliance.” The “Alliance” was an intolerant coalition of
employers who hoped to form an organization that would weaken and
ultimately destroy the unions, so they could install “company unions”
under their control. The lines were drawn and the conflict was brutal.
Before the Teamsters came out victorious, several members were
wounded or killed in street battles. The Teamsters were successful in
building community support for the workers and used a very effective
strategy that incorporated other unions and workers. This strike served
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as a turning point for workers everywhere in that it signaled the power
workers had when they stuck together. Membership rose to 146,000.

During the Depression Teamsters embraced President Franklin D.
Roosevelt and his concern for the plight of the “forgotten man.” A
number of legislative victories supported by the Teamsters and approved
by FDR were designed to pull the country out of the Depression. The
National Recovery Administration (NRA) was central to Roosevelt’s
legislative plan. It established minimum wages and maximum hours of
labor for each industry. Hours were reduced to spread employment over
more workers.

Workers Win Right to Organize

One of the key products of the increased militancy and activity of workers
in the 1930’s was the National Labor Relations Act of 1935 (NLRA),
which was enacted to “level the playing field” during organizing and
bargaining efforts. The intent of the law was to make management
intimidation and interference illegal.

Employees who worked in the railroad industry in the United States had
attained protection in 1926 through the Railway Labor Act (RLA). Today,
the RLA covers railway and airline employees in the U.S. only.

U.S. Policy Towards Unions

The first section of the NLRA in the U.S. lays out the underlying premise
of why organized labor is important in securing a healthy society. You
will find these sentiments in all labor legislation.

According to the NLRA of 1935 “It is hereby declared to be the policy of
the United States to eliminate the causes of certain substantial
obstructions to the free flow of commerce and to mitigate and eliminate
these obstructions when they have occurred by encouraging the practice
and procedure of collective bargaining and by protecting the exercise by
workers of full freedom of association, self-organization and designation
of representatives of their own choosing.”

Also that same year the U.S. Congress passed the Social Security Act.
In 1938 the Teamsters struck for and worked hard to achieve, the Fair
Labor Standards Act (FLSA) that established a maximum workweek of
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44 hours and a minimum wage. The Motor Carrier Safety Act of 1938
prescribed maximum hours of service for drivers of motor vehicles
operated by common and contract carriers.

When the U.S. entered World War II in 1941, President Roosevelt (FDR)
asked Teamsters President Tobin to sit on the National War Labor
Board, which was responsible for settling labor management disputes
through arbitration. By 1942, 125,000 Teamsters were involved in
moving troops to the front line to defeat the German army.

In Canada, workers are dependent upon provincial law that in most
cases is more union-friendly than U.S. law. The basic legal provisions in
both the United States and Canada for public and private sector workers
is similar. A significant difference between Canada and the United
States is the fact that until recently most of the provinces had laws that
granted voluntary recognition of the union during initial organizing without
an election if the union could show cards signed by a majority of the
employees. In the United States, an employer rarely grants recognition
without an election.

To illustrate the differences between U.S. and Canadian labor law, it is
useful to use one province as an example. Specifically, in Ontario,
Canada, most private sector employees are covered by what is termed
“The Employment Standards Act.” This act covers a host of minimum
standards that employers and employees must follow. Whereas the U.S.
passes a law for each area of employment, The Employment Standards
Act encompasses many areas, such as: minimum wages, hours of work,
overtime, meal breaks, vacation, public holidays, pregnancy leave,
parental leave, termination of employment, severance pay, wrongful
dismissal and equal pay for equal work. As you will see later in this
chapter, some of these areas are protected in the United States by
individual laws such as the Fair Labor Standards Act and the Civil Rights
Act, while other areas are not covered such as wrongful dismissal and
termination of employment. Increased conservatism in Canada has seen
many of the protections reduced or eliminated.
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Taft Hartley and the Open Shop

Post-war Teamsters membership hit 900,000 members despite the anti-
union Taft-Hartley Act of 1947, which outlawed “closed shops,”
jurisdictional strikes and secondary boycotts. Taft-Hartley also made
possible the Right-to-Work “for less” laws described in the box below,
which has had a devastating effect on union strength.

Because of the Taft-Hartley Act of 1947, workers in
some parts of the United States who are covered by the
National Labor Relations Act have to struggle to
maintain a union environment. In some states the
“union shop” clause is illegal. However, when there is a
union present, the union must represent all of the
workers in the workplace whether they are union
members or not. This has effect of lowering the
standard of living for workers in Alabama, Arizona,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas,
Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia and
Wyoming.

The right-to-work laws are strictly a United States
phenomenon. Canadian workers and those working in
Western European countries, for example, do not have
to contend with this anti-worker legislation.
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Although Taft-Hartley threatened to weaken unions in the United States,
the area-wide and multi-state bargaining strategy employed by the
Teamsters was paying off. Truck drivers were nearly unbeatable in
sustained job actions.

At the 1952 IBT convention,
Tobin announced his
retirement after 45 years at the
helm. Dave Beck was elected
his successor. The next year
the International union’s
headquarters moved from
Indianapolis to Washington,
D.C. so the union would be
close to the halls of Congress.

The 1950’s have been referred
to as the “Golden Years” for

economic development in North
America. Equipped with labor

law protection, workers formed unions and a strong middle class
emerged in the United States and Canada. Employers were making
money and unions were negotiating higher wages and better working
conditions.

National Freight Contract

In 1957 James R. Hoffa was elected General President of the
Teamsters. Hoffa was known for his loyalty to Teamster members and
his determination to fight for improvements in their wages and working
conditions. He ingeniously timed the expiration dates of multiple freight
contracts so they coincided with each other and was successful in
negotiating the first-ever National Master Freight Agreement, a contract
that consolidated the power of freight drivers nationwide.

The political action committee DRIVE (Democrat, Republican,
Independent Voter Education) was also formed by Hoffa in response to
the anti-union legislation that had developed.

Ron Burnside
BMW of North America
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The rising strength of the union brought on an onslaught of attacks not
only against the Teamsters but also against President Hoffa himself.
Government agencies, courts, business and law enforcement agencies
tried to undermine the strength that had been built through organizing
and solidarity.

Although the myths and legends surrounding General President Hoffa
abound—one thing is for certain—Teamster members remain loyal to his
memory because he increased their wages and quality of life. He
devoted his life to raising the standard of living for millions of working
families.

Continued Growth

During the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s the Teamsters continued to
negotiate strong contracts in the transportation and delivery industries
such as United Parcel Service (UPS). Each successive General
President added other related industries that depended on trucking to the
ranks of the Teamsters Union. These industries include brewery and
soft drink, newspaper, dairy, motion pictures, and in some cases “public”
sector employees. The union continued to grow in strength and
numbers. At the same time, the union faced intense scrutiny by law
enforcement and government regulators intent on weakening a powerful
union.

In 1976 a separate division within
the International Union was
recognized and the Canadian
Conference of Teamsters was
established. In 1992, in recognition
of the desire to acknowledge
autonomy for Canadian workers, a
special resolution was passed at the
International Convention providing
for a more independent affiliation for
Canadians and a change of name to
“Teamsters Canada.” “Teamsters
Canada” has greater autonomy in
both elections and developing policy
for Canadian workers. Teamsters

Canada is affiliated with theBusiness Agent Jim Lennox


